
CALLED MEETING OF THE CANTON CITY COUNCIL 
5:00 P.M., TUESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2017 

Canton City Hall 
201 N. Buffalo, Canton, Texas 75103 

MINUTES 

The Canton City Council met at the above-named date and time in the Canton City Hall. 
Members present were Councilmembers Connie Odie, Scott Perkins, Nathan Moore, and 
Shawn Stewart. Mayor Lou Ann Everett and Council member Cindy Malouf were absent. 

Also present were City Manager Lonny Cluck, Assistant City Manager Andy Wolfe, City 
Secretary Debra Johnson and Finance Director Lisette Williams. 

1. CALL TO ORDER - Mayor Pro Tern Stewart called the meeting to order and declared a 
quorum present at 5:01 p.m. 

INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION 

2. DISCUSSION RE SALINE CREEK PROJECT - Counci/member Odie entered at 5:04 
p.m. 
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Lawrence Greer questioned why a qualified demographer been never been consulted 
about how the population would expand and whether or not Canton would have a water 
shortage. Mr. Cluck said Gary Burton's first study had a group which predicted the 
population which was the information upon which Mr. Burton based his study. Joe 
Marshall, CR 1222, asked if there were any other intended purposes for the lake, such as 
recreation or building subdivisions. Mayor Pro Tern Stewart said nothing had been 
decided on the issue other than the allocation of funds for the hydrological and 
topographical studies. Councilmember Moore said the State would dictate how the lake 
could be used. Mayor Pro Tern Stewart added that the Mill Creek Lake was limited to a 
recreational lake only and was primarily just a water reservoir. Mr. Marshall asked about 
the estimated cost of a new lake. Mayor Pro Tern Stewart said he could not speculate 
about the estimated cost of a lake which might not be built for 40-60 years. He added he 
did not think the lake would happen in his lifetime. The lake would only happen where 
the State of Texas allowed and only if the population drove the need for a lake. No one 
in Forney predicted the 160% growth in population that it had. All the City has done thus 
far was to have a study done to see if the lake was feasible. Joe Hart, Johnson & Pace, 
stated the proposed lake would cover 1,600 acres within the areas of the high water 
mark. It would depend on the State whether or not private property could abut the lake 
or the top of the dam. Joe Marshall asked about a timeline. Mayor Pro Tern Stewart 
said the City was only addressing what it would cost to apply for the water rights at this 
time. He was unsure of the process after that. Councilmember Moore stated we had 
secured the water rights in 1929 for the Old City Lake. The City obtained water rights for 
the current city lake in 1950, but it was not built until 1976. The process took a long time 
and what the City was dealing with now was having the water rights available in the 
future if a lake were needed. Mr. Cluck added the lake was not our primary source of 
new water. Our primary source for more water was to add more wells. Councilmember 
Moore said the lake was only one piece of a long-term water strategy. 

Cary Hilliard said he was told in 2011 it would take four years and $400,000 to procure 
the water rights. No doubt that amount was more now. Mr. Hilliard said Dr. Steve 
Murdock, head of the U.S. Census had spoken to Council previously and totally refuted 
the 2004 Comprehensive Plan population numbers. Canton has been growing at less 
than 30% for thirty years. To say Canton would be 34,000 was ridiculous. The Region D 
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Water Board only projected 5,329 for Canton in 2070. 

Joe Hart responded his firm was not hired to do a population projection. He had been 
hired to determine if a lake was feasible in the Grand Saline Creek. Their number one 
objective was to do a yield analysis and determine how much water the State would 
permit. They then determined the State would permit the City to pump out 224 gallons 
per person per day and divided that into the yield of the lake to determine the population 
which could be served by the lake. They were not saying the population would be 
24,000. It was hard to determine the rate of growth because of First Monday because it 
directly affected the water usage. 

Mr. Hilliard repeated that all the information from the 2004 population study was wrong. 
He said the lake they had discussed four years ago was closer to 5,000 acres. He 
wanted to know how many houses would be taken in under the new lake. The City had 
other options, such as a reuse permit. Mr. Hilliard asked how the City was going to 
compensate water landowners once they had the water rights. He asked whether 
anyone in the City government asked them to bring a strong case for the lake. Mayor 
Pro Tern Stewart said he was just trying to do some smart planning. It was an important 
issue. 

Jimmy Hair, off County Road 1213, said the lake would cover County Road 1213, which 
was his way in and out of his property. He thought it would take $10 million to move the 
Edgar Davis Substation. Mr. Hair questioned why his notes had not been put in the 
minutes. Mr. Cluck said Council had decided several years ago to only have action 
minutes and that was why his notes had not been included. Mr. Hair questioned what 
anyone had done in reference to the EPA about getting their blessing for the lake. 

Paula Marshall asked who would make the final decision on whether or not to build the 
lake. Would it be brought to a vote by the citizens of Canton? Mayor Pro Tern Stewart 
said the State would determine whether or not a lake was built. Councilmember Moore 
said the State would determine whether the City could obtain the water rights and then 
the City would have to try to figure out the way to pay for building a lake. 

Yogi Yarbrough asked what percentage of water was coming out of the current lake. He 
thought the City should spend $40,000 to remove the sediment because we were losing 
the lake we had. The life of the current lake could be extended by twenty years for a lot 
less money. 

Mayor Pro Tern Stewart invited everyone to stay for the budget work session. 

David Phillips, County Road 1215, expressed concern about whether or not Canton 
would annex the property along the lake. He also wanted to know whether the water 
from the lake would be for the communities surrounding the lake. Mr. Cluck said that 
would depend on the CCN that covered a particular area. All those decisions would be 
made several steps from now. 

Mike Huron asked if Grand Saline city limits would play a role. Mayor Pro Tern Stewart 
said he did not know. He asked if the City did not know the answers to so many 
questions, why was it so important to push this matter. Councilmember Odie asked who 
he would like to see have the water rights. If Canton did not obtain them, it would have to 
get water from another source. Council was just trying to secure the water rights in the 
future, whether it was twenty or forty years down the road. 

Joe Hart mentioned the City of Canton had resolutions from three other cities supporting 
the water rights project. Mayor Pro Tern Stewart said the reservoir was included in the 
five-year plan at Region D Water Board. The primary sources of future water were 
primarily wells, conservation and reuse. The reservoir was Plan B. 
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Mr. Cluck explained the figures from Mr. Hart did not project a population of 12,000. He 
was stating how many people a lake of that size could support. Mr. Hart said no one had 
predicted there would be 24,000 people in the city. 

Jimmy Hair said Forney was forty miles closer to Dallas than Canton. That was where 
the population was going to grow. 

3. CONSIDER REQUEST FOR A SOLICITOR'S PERMIT FROM SOUTHWESTERN 
ADVANTAGE TO MARKET EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL DOOR-TO-DOOR -
Councilmember Moore made a motion to grant the request for a solicitor's permit until 
August 14, 2017. Councilmember Perkins seconded. 

Mayor Pro Tern - Shawn Stewart: Approve 
Council Member - Connie Odie: Approve 
Council Member - Cindy Malouf: Absent 
Council Member - Scott Perkins: Approve 
Council Member - Nathan Moore: Approve 

4. CONSIDER SALE OF CITY PROPERTY LOCATED AT 290 E. TYLER, CANTON, 
TEXAS - Councilmember Odie made a motion to open the sale of the property at 290 E. 
Tyler for sale with a minimum bid of $165,000. Councilmember Perkins seconded. 

Mayor Pro Tern - Shawn Stewart: Approve 
Council Member - Connie Odie: Approve 
Council Member - Cindy Malouf: Absent 
Council Member - Scott Perkins: Approve 
Council Member - Nathan Moore: Approve 

5. CONSIDER RELOCATION OF "THE TRADE" STATUE TO CITY PROPERTY -
Councilmember Perkins made a motion to send a letter to the property owner to notify 
him the City will remove the statue from its current location. Councilmember Moore 
seconded. 

Mayor Pro Tern - Shawn Stewart: Approve 
Council Member - Connie Odie: Approve 
Council Member - Cindy Malouf: Absent 
Council Member - Scott Perkins: Approve 
Council Member - Nathan Moore: Approve 

WORK SESSION 

6. WORK SESSION ON PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018 

8//12017 

A. CAPITAL PROJECTS 
B. TAX RATE 

Mr. Cluck explained going with the effective tax rate would not account for any property 
growth. That would leave approximately $70,000 

Mr. Cluck said he wanted to add an item to the schedule. Chief Brad Allison spoke about 
the abuse of security alarms and requested a fee be charged for any false alarms over 
three for residential and commercial properties. A fee would not be charged for 
legitimate calls. 

Mr. Cluck said he had an estimate of $50,000 to concrete the pocket park. Mr. Cluck 
said they had not received the grant for surveillance cameras at First Monday. We would 
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not be able to cover much land with just a few cameras. He was still trying to obtain 
information about the solar panels for the Trade Centers. If grants could not be acquired 
for the panels, it could be up to a fifteen-year payout. Mr. Cluck said Councilmember 
Malouf was interested in giving incentives to contractors for single-family development. 
Mayor Pro Tern Stewart suggested these be looked on case-by-base. A budget 
amendment could be done, if necessary. 

Mr. Cluck explained the first year for financing the new radio system was interest free. 
No payments would be due for the first two years. The first payment was $130,000 on 
the principal. He suggested investing the money to allow it to draw interest until it was 
time to make a payment. 

Councilmember Odie thought the estimated $50,000 to concrete the pocket park was too 
high. She wanted to explore other options. Mr. Cluck said it would cost $69,358 to 
stamp the concrete. Mayor Pro Tern Stewart said the property belonged to CEDC and 
the matter should be discussed with them. Julie Seymore said CEDC put $60,000 in 
their budget for the pocket park. There also had to be drainage underneath any concrete 
in that area. She suggested CEDC come up with a plan to present to Council involving 
pavers, greenspace and tables. 

Councilmember Odie asked about paving Cherry Creek Road before Wynne Road 
because it had more traffic. Mr. Cluck said they were only going to help pave the part of 
Wynne Road which was in the city. Cherry Creek Road was not all in the city either. Mr. 
Cluck said he would speak with the County about a cost-sharing agreement. 

Doing Wynne Road would probably only cost $15,000. Mr. Cluck was in favor of raising 
the Hwy. 243 water tower. He also was in favor of building another water well, although 
there was a lot of uncertainty when drilling a new well. Mr. Cluck thought changing water 
and sewer lines around the square was an important project. At First Monday, he 
thought the biggest priority was dredging the creek for $50,000. Mr. Wolfe thought the 
First Monday crew should be able to dredge out some of the creek to save some money. 
Mr. Cluck said ii would take a total of $125,000 to finish the retaining wall. He also was 
interested in making Row 3 and Row 1 one-way streets to alleviate congestion at the 
Main Gate. 

Councilmember Moore suggested having a project list to refer to whenever money was 
available in the future. The projects ought to be prioritized. 

7. CONSIDER PROPOSAL TO ADOPT 2017 TAX RATE AND SCHEDULE PUBLIC 
HEARINGS - Councilmember Moore made a motion to place a proposal to adopt a tax 
rate of .4203320 on the agenda at the 6:00 p.m., September 5, 2017, City Council 
meeting, and to schedule two public hearings - one at 12 p.m. on Tuesday, August 22, 
2017, and a second at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 29, 2017. Councilmember Perkins 
seconded. 

Mayor Pro Tern - Shawn Stewart: Approve 
Council Member - Connie Odie: Approve 
Council Member - Cindy Malouf: Absent 
Council Member - Scott Perkins: Approve 
Council Member - Nathan Moore: Approve 

8. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 

9. ADJOURN - There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 
8:00 p.m. 
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